[Study on the relationship between primary Sjögren syndrome and HLA-DRbeta gene].
The pathogenesis of primary Sjögren syndrome (PSS) is unclear yet. In order to investigate the role of genetic factor playing in the mechanism of this disorder, we studied the HLA-DR beta gene distributed in 70 patients with PSS and 136 normal subjects by using PCR-SSP technique. The results showed that the gene frequences of HLA-DR3, DR52 and DR2 in patients with PSS were significantly higher than that in normal controls. However, the gene frequencies of HLA-DR5 and DR9 in PSS patients were lower than that in the control group. There were the same genetic phenomena in the siblings of two PSS patients' families. We also found the relationship between HLA-DR52 and the anti-antibodies of SSA or SSB. Our results concluded that the genetic factor is involved in the pathogenesis of primary Sjögren syndrome.